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Chandigarh:  

Moving aggres-
sively to counter 
the much high-
lighted vicious 

propaganda allegedly 
launched in several villages 
against the state govern-
ment’s Covid containment 
and management strategy, 
Punjab Chief Minister Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh on Sat-
urday asked Congress Min-
isters and MLAs of the con-
cerned constituencies to liaise 
with the villages on the 
ground to combat the nega-
tive campaign on testing and 
organ harvesting, which was 
actively being propagated by 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). 
A media spokesperson of the 
Chief Minister divulged this. 

The spokesperson stated  
that the Chief Minister has 
said AAP was spreading 
senseless fear in the minds of 
the villagers, thus deterring 
them from getting them-
selves tested for coronavirus 
and endangering their lives. 

CM  also said that his gov-
ernment would seek advice 
from the Government of In-
dia about the web channels 
that had mushroomed re-
cently and were actively in-
volved in spreading misin-
formation about the pan-
demic. Action will be taken  
against them, he added. 

The Chief Minister was 
presiding over a high-level 
virtual meeting attended by 
several cabinet ministers and 
MLAs representing some of 
the constituencies where 
Gram Panchayats had pur-
portedly passed resolutions 
against the state govern-
ment’s Covid management 
programme. He shall be 
holding more rounds of sim-
ilar meetings next week. 

The Chief Minister said 
AAP had been promoting 
`no testing’ and an activist of 
their party had also been ar-
rested for spreading false in-
formation on Covid test-
ing/treatment. LIP leader 
Simrajit Singh Bains had also 
joined in creating an atmos-
phere of fear among the peo-
ple by himself refusing to be 
tested and calling for no test-
ing and no masks, he said. 

Terming AAP’s announce-
ment of distributing 
Oxymeters a political stunt, 
Captain Amarinder said 
Oxymeters had no connec-
tion with testing, and delay in 
the latter was the main rea-
son for the state’s growing fa-
tality rate.  Given the pa-

thetic Covid situation in Del-
hi, where AAP was in power, 
their pretension of being con-
cerned about the people of 
Punjab was ridiculous, he 
said. 

Stressing that the 
Oxymeters were no substi-
tute for testing, the Chief 
Minister said blood Oxygen 
levels can fall very fast, so the 
only key to saving lives is ear-
ly testing and diagnosis. He 
pointed out that 85% of all 
the infected patients recover, 
as long as they get them-
selves tested in time. Of the 
remaining 15% who have 
complications, only 5%  need 
ICU or Oxygen support, he 
said, adding that the 
Oxymeters were being un-
necessarily and wrongly 
hyped by AAP, in a bid to 
mislead the people. 

AAP and people like Bains 
are not bothered about the 
lives of the people and are 
only concerned about taking 
political mileage from the 
crisis, said the Chief Minister, 
urging the elected represen-
tatives to mobilise and liaison 
with Panchayats to counter 
the false and mischievous 
propaganda. Sarpanches, 
Panches and local opinion 
makers should be asked to 
take the lead in getting them-
selves tested, he said. 

Besides Health & Family 
Welfare Minister Balbir 
Singh Sidhu and Rural De-
velopment & Panchayats 
Minister Tript Singh Bajwa, 
Medical Education & Minis-
ter OP Soni, other Cabinet 
ministers who attended the 
virtual meeting were Razia 
Sultana, Rana Gurmeet 
Singh Sodhi, Gurpeet Singh 
Kangar, Sukhbinder Singh 
Sarkaria, and Vijay Inder 
Singla. 

Tript Singh Bajwa told the 
meeting that there were, in 
fact, no formal resolutions 
passed by the Panchayats 
and there was hence nothing 
on record. Some miscreants 
had gathered and issued 
statements on behalf of the 
Panchayats in 42 villages, of 
which 22 were later with-
drawn. 

Balbir Singh Sidhu said 
the miscreants got signa-
tures from unsuspecting vil-
lagers and termed the state-
ments as resolutions as part 
of a concerted campaign by 
some vested interests to 
spread misinformation. He 
stressed the need for the Cy-
ber Crime Cell to actively 
trace the people spreading 
rumours on social media. 

Vijay Inder Singla said web 
channels had been formed in 
various districts in support of 
the AAP propaganda and the 
Cyber Crime Cell needs to 
rein these in. 

Vidhan Sabha Speaker 
Rana KP Singh said the vi-
cious campaign orchestrated 
by anti-social elements was 
misleading the people, with 
AAP leading the misinfor-
mation campaign. The cam-
paign needed to be fought po-
litically and administrative-
ly, he added. 

Rana Gurmit Sodhi and 
Tript Bajwa underlined the 
need for educating the people 
and ensuring the best of care 
at hospitals for Covid pa-
tients to encourage them to 
come forward for testing and 
treatment. Health Minister 
Balbir Sidhu said CCTV cam-
eras were being put at various 
places, including outside toi-
lets, in hospitals to check for 
cleanliness as well as atten-
dance of doctors and nurses 
in charge of patient care. 

Rana Gurjit suggested in-
creased connect of ministers 
and senior officials with the 
frontline workers and others 
on the ground to counter the 
AAP and SAD propaganda 
machinery that was working 
overtime to mislead the peo-
ple. He suggested that the 
Health, Local Government 
and Rural Development Min-
isters should form joint teams 
to educate people. 

Underlining the need to ac-
tivate Congress workers to 
aggressively counter the AAP 
misinformation campaign, 
Fateh Bajwa also called for 
political leaders to step in to 
connect the Government 
with the people more effec-
tively. While OP Soni said 
party workers had to be en-
couraged to combat the Op-
position disinformation cam-
paign, Sukhbinder Sarkaria 
suggested encouraging prop-
er home quarantine for in-
fected people in the villages 
itself to alleviate their fear of 
hospitalisation. 

Chief Secretary Vini Ma-
hajan too felt that with the 
political leadership coming 
out in support of the admin-
istration, the state govern-
ment’s efforts to battle the 
pandemic would get a boost 
and it would also help dispel 
rumours. She apprised the 
meeting that both Rapid 
Antigen Tests and RT-PCR 
testing had been boosted and 
home isolation was being 
encouraged. Citing data, she 
said a total of 948 healthcare 
workers in the state had test-
ed positive so far, with two 
deaths and one seriously ill. 
Around 700 had recovered 
while 245 were still in isola-
tion, she said, adding that 
these healthcare workers 
needed to be encouraged 

through public appreciation 
of their good work. 

PPCC Chief Sunil Jakhar 
said whether or not a formal 
resolution had been passed 
by villages, the role of mis-
creants was definitely evi-
dent and a close watch 
should be kept on such ele-
ments. He underscored the 
coincidence between the 
deadly campaign and the 
AAP decision to distribute 
Oxymeters, saying this clear-
ly indicated AAP role in the 
false propaganda. 

Panchayats should be en-
couraged to propagate early 
testing and home quaran-
tine, Jakhar said. The Punjab 
Congress president also laud-
ed the excellent work done by 
the concerned departments 
and teams at hospitals in 
battling the pandemic and 
called for recognising the 
contribution of doctors and 
other health staff. 

In a brief presentation, 
Health Secretary Hussan Lal 
said the vicious campaign to 
discredit the government’s 
efforts had impacted test-
ing, which had gone down. 
With patients reporting late 
in tertiary care institutions, 
the number of deaths there 
had gone up, he said. The 
Secretary said the depart-
ment was being liberal on 
home isolation to mitigate 
the fear of the patients and 
encourage people to get 
themselves tested. 

To encourage testing for 
Covid, Punjab Chief Minister 
Captain Amarinder Singh on 
Saturday announced distri-
bution of free food packets to 
poor families who do not 
want to get themselves test-
ed for fear of isolation im-
pacting their meager earn-
ings. 

The Chief Minister said 
the distribution of free food 
packets would help encour-
age poor families to go for 
early testing, which was im-
perative to check the spread 
of the pandemic and control 
the increasing fatality rate 
in Punjab. 

The programme will start 
from Patiala, one of the worst 
affected districts with wide-
spread false propaganda, he 
said. The Chief Minister di-
rected other districts to make 
similar arrangements for dis-
tribution of free food packets 
to poor Covid patients in 
home isolation so that they 
get motivated to come out for 
testing and do not live in 
fear of losing their earnings 
during isolation. 

TSN/Chandigarh:  
“ A teacher is the backbone of 
a country , he  plays an im-
portant role in laying the 
foundation of  the  country’s  
future . Therefore, every 
teacher should imbibe his 
ideals in his life. ” 

 These views were ex-
pressed by Prof. Samar 
Singh, Vice Chancellor, 
Chaudhary Charan Singh 
Haryana Agricultural Uni-
versity, Hisar, in a ceremony 
organized to honour the 
teachers of the University 
on the occasion of Teachers' 
Day. 

Professor Samar Singh 
said that the post of teacher 
is very prestigious. There-
fore, the teacher should con-
tribute positively in nation 
building with constructive 
thinking. He congratulated 
the teachers of the Universi-
ty and said that even during 
the ongoing crisis due to the 
corona pandemic, teachers 

continued imparting educa-
tion to students at an unin-
terrupted pace through on-
line mode. Also, the quality of 
education was maintained. 
Professor Samar Singh said 
that we should express our 
gratitude to our teachers, 
due to which we have 
reached this place today. 
Teachers have to adopt the 
latest technologies with the 
educational and global 
changes happening daily so 
as to provide better education 
to the students in the present 
environment. Keeping in 
mind the importance of ed-
ucation, a teacher should be 
very serious and inculcate 
such qualities in students so 
that they become good citi-
zens and contribute to nation 
building. 

Also J.C. Bose University 
of Science and Technology, 
YMCA, Faridabad, to ac-
knowledge the hard work 
and importance of teachers 

in student’s life and to mark 
the birth anniversary of for-
mer President Dr. Sarvepal-
li Radhakrishnan, celebrated 
Teacher’s Day in a befitting 
manner. 

The University organized a 
special program for teaching 
community which was 
presided over by Vice Chan-
cellor Prof. Dinensh Kumar. 
The event commenced with 
paying a tribute to Dr. S. 
Radhakrishnan by Vice 
Chancellor followed by 
Saraswati Vandana. 

Addressing the occasion, 
Prof. Dinesh Kumar con-
gratulated all the faculty 
members and talked about 
the importance of teachers in 
nation building. He empha-
sized on the changing role of 
teachers in today’s techno-
logical world. The faculty 
members also presented 
bouquet of cultural per-
formances to mark the occa-
sion. 

Srinagar:  
Jammu and Kashmir Lt Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha on Sat-
urday inaugurated the State 
Council of Education, Re-
search and Training (SCERT) 
on the lines of NCERT to 
assist the administration in 
implementing policies for 
human resource develop-
ment, an official spokesper-
son said. The Lieutenant gov-
ernor also announced union 
territory-level awards for the 
teaching fraternity in Jammu 
and Kashmir from next year. 

In an online event, the Lt 
governor, while addressing 
scores of teachers and stu-
dents from across the union 
territory, greeted the teaching 
fraternity on the occasion of 
Teachers'' Day, which is ob-
served as a mark of respect 
for the nation-builders, un-
derscoring their indispensa-
ble role in the overall devel-
opment and progress of our 
great country, he said. 

At the event, Sinha for-

mally launched the Early 
Childhood Care and Educa-
tion (ECCE) scheme through 
online mode and also dedi-
cated projects, worth Rs 20 
crores, of the School Educa-
tion Department, accentu-
ating overall education in-
frastructure in the UT, the 
spokesperson said. 

He said the SCERT was 
also inaugurated on this oc-
casion through electronic 
mode. The SCERT will func-
tion in the union territory on 
the lines of the National 
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training 
(NCERT), which is the apex 
institution of educational re-
search and training at the na-
tional level. 

During the event, the Lt 
governor took note of the ef-
forts of the teaching fraternity 
during the prevailing COVID-
19 pandemic and said they 
have shown the society that 
tough times can be used as an 
opportunity. 

Lucknow:  
A mosque that will come up 
in Ayodhya pursuant to the 
Supreme Court verdict in 
the Ram Janmabhoomi 
case will be of the same size 
as Babri Masjid, said an 
office-brearer of the trust 
formed for its construc-
tion. 

The five-acre complex in 
Ayodhya''s Dhannipur vil-
lage will also house a hos-
pital, a library and a mu-

seum among others, the 
office-bearer said, adding 
that retired professor and 
noted food critic Pushpesh 
Pant will be consultant cu-
rator of the museum. 

"...the complex of the 
mosque, which will be built 
in Dhannipur, will also 
have facilities like a hospi-
tal, a museum at the Indo-
Islamic Research Centre. 
The mosque will be on 
15,000 square feet, while 

the rest of the land will 
have these facilities," Athar 
Hussain, the secretary and 
spokesperson of Indo-Is-
lamic Cultural Foundation 
(IICF), said on Saturday. 

"Yesterday, noted food 
critic Pushpesh Pant gave 
his consent to curate the 
museum," Hussain said. 

The Uttar Pradesh Sunni 
Central Waqf Board has 
formed the Indo-Islamic 
Cultural Foundation 

(IICF), a trust, for the con-
struction of the mosque on 
the five-acre plot. 

Hussain said Professor S 
M Akhtar of Jamia Millia 
Islamia will be the con-
sultant architect of the 
project. 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment allotted the five-
acre plot in Ayodhya''s 
Dhannipur village for the 
construction of the mosque 
on the directive of the 

Supreme Court. 
After a protracted legal 

tussle, the Supreme Court 
had on November 9 last 
year ruled in favour of the 
construction of a Ram tem-
ple at the disputed site in Ay-
odhya, and directed the Cen-
tre to allot an alternative 
five-acre plot to the Sunni 
Waqf Board for building a 
new mosque at a "promi-
nent" place in the holy town 
in Uttar Pradesh. Agenceis 

TSN/Chandigarh:  
As many as 7,01,061 farmers 
have so far registered 
38,88,304.45 acres on the 
‘Meri Fasal Mera Byora’ 
(MFMB) portal. With a view 
to ensuring accurate and 
timely verification of bajra 
crop data, the Haryana Agri-
culture and Farmers’ Welfare 
Department has deployed 
more than 1,500 officials in 
all districts and made a fool-
proof mechanism to redress 
the grievances of the farmers. 

While stating this here to-
day, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Department,  
Sanjeev Kaushal, said that 
727  Agriculture Graduates 
and 800 Saksham Yuva had 
already been deployed in the 
districts to ensure complete 
verification of bajra crop 
sown during Kharif-2020, 
by September 10, 2020. 
Arrangements had also been 
made to engage and deploy 
additional manpower. Inac-
curacies would not be toler-
ated and stringent action 
would be taken against the 
officers in case of any lapse, 
he added. 

Giving details of the re-
dressal mechanism,  Kaushal 
said that farmers who wished 
to seek redressal for issues 
related to land records 
should contact the District 
Revenue Officer (DRO) 
through the MFMB portal. 
However, for any other griev-
ance, they should contact 
the Deputy Director, Agri-
culture (DDA) concerned 
through telephone or e-mail. 
The DDAs would ensure res-
olution of their issue within 
seven days. 

Urging the farmers to reg-
ister on the MFMB portal, he 
said that the Department 

had set a target to ensure 100 
per cent coverage of farmers 
under the MFMB scheme. 
This would ensure that farm-
ers in the State are able to get 
their harvest procured at 
Minimum Support Price, be-
sides being able to avail in-
centives and subsidies being 
offered by the Department. 
This would also help put a 
curb on malpractices such as 
sale of stored harvest or crop 
brought in from other states, 
which puts extra burden on 
the resources of the State. 

Farmers may register on 
the MFMB portal  by Sep-
tember 7. They may contact 
helpline numbers 1800-180-
2117 and 1800-180-2060 be-
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. for 
any assistance, he added. 

For the verification, the 
Agriculture Development Of-
ficer (ADO) in each district 
would download and take a 
print-out of the Murba/Khe-
wat/Killa/Area in respect of 
villages assigned to him. The 
information would be down-
loaded and printed in the 
provided template with pre-
filled information, except the 
name of the crop. The ADO 
concerned and his repre-
sentative or supporting man-
power would verify and fill 
only the name of the crop 
sown in the particular khas-
ra number through the drop-
down option. There is no 
option for verification of the 
owner of the land. At any 
stage, if any ADO or his rep-
resentative or supporting 
staff would like to view the 
list of the owners in a par-
ticular khasra number, they 
may click on khasra number. 
A popup window containing 
the details of all the land 
owners in that particular 
khasra would open. 

Srinagar:  
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) is 
trying to re-establish its base 
in north Kashmir, the Army 
said on Saturday, a day after 
three militants of the outfit 
were killed in an encounter 
with security forces in Bara-
mulla district. 

Addressing a joint press 
conference with Deputy In-
spector General of Police 
(North Kashmir Range) 
Muhammad Sulaiman 
Choudhary at Pattan, Com-
mander 10 Sector of the 
Rashtriya Rifles of the Army 
Brigadier N K Mishra said it 
was after a long gap that 
militants belonging to the 
HM were killed in north 
Kashmir where, in the recent 
years, only the ultras from 
Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammad had been 
neutralised. 

"The activity of the HM 
outfit was very less here (in 
north Kashmir). It seems 
that Hizbul is trying to re-es-

tablish its base in north 
Kashmir," the Army officer 
said. However, he said the se-
curity forces were alert and 
ready to foil all the plans of 
the outfit aimed at its revival 
in the north Kashmir. 

"If anyone (among the 
militants) wishes to join the 
mainstream, they are always 
welcome, but if anyone 
wants to become a terrorist, 
he will not be given any op-
portunity," Brigadier Mishra 
said. 

The DIG North Kashmir 
Range said the three mili-
tants killed on Friday in Yed-
dipora area of Pattan in 
north Kashmir''s Baramulla 
district were affiliated with 
the HM outfit. 

"Two of the slain militants 
were locals and were identi-
fied as Shafkat Ali Khan of 
Rawatpora, Delina and 
Hanan Bilal Sofi of old town 
Baramulla. The identity of 
the third one is being ascer-
tained," he said. 

6,692 fresh 
COVID cases 

registered in UP
Lucknow:  

With 6,692 people testing 
positive for COVID-19, Ut-
tar Pradesh on Saturday re-
ported the highest single-
day surge in the number of 
fresh cases with state capi-
tal Lucknow topping the 
chart with 1,006 cases. With 
81 fresh COVID-19 deaths, 
so far 3,843 patients have 
succumbed to the viral dis-
ease in the state. The previ-
ous single-day highest spike 
in COVID cases, registered 
on August 30, was 6,233. 
According to the UP gov-
ernment’s Saturday health 
bulletin, the bulk of 81 18 
deaths was reported from 
Lucknow, followed by seven 
deaths from Kanpur. 
Gorakhpur and Hardoi re-
ported 5 deaths each. 
Varanasi reported 4 deaths 
and Ghaziabad three. 

Deaths in single figures 
were reported from each of 
the 75 districts of the state, 
barring a few. Allahabad re-
ported 413 fresh COVID-19 
cases followed by 362 from 
Kanpur. Cases were also re-
ported from Gautam Buddh 
Nagar (213), Gorakhpur 
(206), Saharanpur (198), 
Varanasi (190), Shahjahan-
pur (184), Ghaziabad (167), 
Meerut (156), Pratapgarh 
(148), Bareilly (133), Ram-
pur (132), Moradabad (128), 
Ayodhya (124), Barabanki 
(120), Aligarh (116), Jhansi 
(104). So far, as many as 
1,95,959 COVID-19 patients 
have recovered from the vi-
ral disease. The count of ac-
tive COVID-19 cases in the 
state stands at 59,963, the 
bulletin said. The count of 
total COVID-19 cases in the 
state is 2,59,765. 

Baghpat:  
A 42-year-old man arrested 
in Odisha''s Cuttack district 
for allegedly posting hate 
messages against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on social media is being 
brought to Baghpat on tran-
sit remand, police said on 
Saturday. "The Uttar 
Pradesh police team has 
started from Odisha with 
accused Hasan Ahmed,” 
SHO Shiv Pratap Singh of 
Singhawali Aheer police sta-
tion in Baghpat Shiv Pratap 
Singh said. 

Ahmed has one case of 
similar nature for targeting 
Hindu leaders registered 
against him in Lucknow and 
three in Varanasi, he said, 
adding the identity of his ac-
complices would be clear 
during his questioning after 
he is brought here. The case 
against Cuttack resident 
Ahmed was registered at 
the Singhawali Aheer police 
station on July 10 on the 
complaint of VHP office 
bearer Kuldeep Panchal, 
who had accused him of 
making objectionable com-
ments against the Prime 
Minister and UP chief min-
ister, said the SHO. 

"After he lodged the com-
plaint, the VHP leader got a 
call from Pakistan number 
and a letter in Urdu threat-
ening to kill him. Subse-
quently, a case was regis-
tered against the accused 
person under various sec-
tions of the IPC. On Friday, 
the IT cell informed that 
accused Hasan Ahmed was 
arrested in Cuttack," Singh 
said. 

The accused, hailing from 
Kusumbi village, was held by 
an Uttar Pradesh police 
team on Thursday. Ahmed 
has been booked under dif-
ferent sections of the Indian 
Penal Code, including Sec-
tion 124A for sedition, he 
said. "The Uttar Pradesh 
police had sought the help of 
the local police here. Our 
personnel extended neces-
sary cooperation to the team 
in nabbing the accused," 
Superintendent of Police, 
Cuttack (Sadar), Jugal 
Kishore Banoth, said. 
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